[Multidrug-resistant tuberculosis. 3. Epidemiology of drug-resistant tuberculosis in Japan].
In Japan, the frequency of drug-resistant tuberculosis has been investigated every 5 years since 1950s and increase of initial and acquired drug resistance has not been observed. However, the mathematical model analyse of time trend of prevalence of drug-resistant tuberculosis and frequency of initial drug resistance in Korea shows that there is little difference of infectivity and/or proportion of clinical breakdown between susceptible bacilli and resistant ones. The prognosis of isoniazid (INH) and rifampicin (RFP) resistant tuberculosis cases in Fukujuji Hospital was investigated. 367 cases including 50 initial drug resistant cases were analyzed with life table analysis. 50% of all cases and 70% of initial drug resistant cases became negative, 13% of all cases and 4% of initial drug resistant cases remained as positive, 37% of all cases and 27% of new cases died. Among cases who did not convert negative within one year, 41% of all cases and 34% of initial drug resistant cases died. The prognosis of INH and RFP resistant tuberculosis cases were still not satisfactory.